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Meeting Minutes December 2, 2009 
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The December 2009 meeting of the Rio grande flyers was called to or-
der at 7:00 P.M. by club President bill Robinson. There were 19 mem-
bers present plus 8 Spouses and guests at Rudy's BBQ in Pharr. Raf-
fle tickets were passed out and collected for the Grand Raffle. 
 
Minutes of the November meeting were approved as published in the 
Newsletter. 
 
Roger Bell reported that the balance in the treasury is $2,705.00. Do-
nations to the super fund for the runway project totals $880.00. The 
club approved the project for an extension to the runway of 100 feet, a 
10 X 10 helicopter pad, and a 4th flight station, at a projected cost of 
$6,250.00.  
 
Safety Officer John Bearden did not have any safety issues to report.  
 
Old Business: 
The November 14th SMASH club fun fly was attended by 10 registered pilots 
from the RGV flyers. The were: Bob Barry, Roy Richmond, Dick Myers, 
Roger Bell, Brad Wood, Pablo Cortez, Randy Ashley, John Bearden, Rick 
Martinez, and Art Ratley. Others attending were Ricky, A.J., Little sister and 
Lawrence. Wilson over slept and was not able to make the trip. One of the 
highlights of the day was Roger flying the Smith mini-plane. Great show. 
 
The November 22nd Art Brock Memorial fun fly was a great success. 25 reg-
istered pilots with lots of planes and helicopters filling the sky most of the 
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January 
  Meeting Notice  

 
The January meeting 

will be held on Wednesday 
January 6th at 

7:00 PM. The meeting 
will be at Rudy's restau-
rant, located at 209 W. 

Nolana In Pharr. 
The club usually arrives 
at 6 PM for dinner with 
the meeting beginning 

at 7 PM. 
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day. Thanks to Roger, Brad, Bobby, and all the others who 
brought food for the great eats. Landing fees will go to the super 
fund for the runway project.  
 
New Business: 
Bob Barry reported that the weather does not look too good for 
Sunday Dec. 6th fun fly. No activities are planned.  
 
Ballots for the election of new officers were passed out by club 
President Bill Robinson. Dave Hanson and Fred Mentzer reported 
the results as follows:  
President - Bill Robinson 
Vice-President - Brad Wood 
Secretary - Art Ratley 
Safety Officer - John Bearden 
Field Marshall - Roger Bell  
 
Winners of the Grand Raffle were: Bob Barry, John Bearden, and 
Dick Myers. Each received a $200.00 gift certificate. Congratula-
tions to all and thanks for your participation in club activities.  
 
Next meeting January 6, 2010 at Rudy's BBQ in Pharr.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:34 P.M. 
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From the Rogue Eagles R/C Club, Medford, Oregon 

RC Helicopter Safety Tips 
1. Whenever you start your helicopter, whether it’s a nitro, gasser, or 

electric, always hold the blade grips tightly. If your throttle is not all 
the way down, or there’s a glitch, your helicopter can spin out of 
control and cause damage.  

2. Always stand a minimum of five to ten feet away from your helicopter and never fly toward 
yourself. Similarly, don’t fly around other people or pets.  

3. Blade tips can be spinning in excess of 250 mph and a carbon fiber rotor at those speeds can 
do some serious damage and even cause death.  

4. Always disconnect your battery/motor before trying to adjust anything on your helicopter.  

5. If a blade separates during in flight, it can fly in excess of 100 feet, so make sure your nuts/
bolts are tight.  

6. Perform a quick preflight check to make sure everything is as it’s supposed to be. Make sure 
nuts, bolts, and screws are tight, linkages aren’t loose, and your batteries are charged.  

7. Don’t fly alone if it can be avoided and always have a cell phone or other means of communi-
cation available.  

8. Don’t fly near trees, power lines, or other obstacles.  

9. Avoid flying your RC helicopter in close proximity to another 
helicopter to avoid contact and a potentially fatal crash.  

10. Don’t fly a nonelectric RC helicopter indoors. The fumes are 
toxic and not good for your health.  

11. Practice new moves on a simulator first for safety and your wallet’s sake.  

12. When flying on windy days, always fly upwind from your RC helicopter so a gust doesn’t blow 
it toward you. Better yet, don’t fly when it’s windy out.  

13. Don’t adjust the radio when your helicopter is powered. If you accidentally reverse the throttle, 
bad things can happen.  

14. Avoid flying your RC helicopter at head height. If something comes loose or there’s a glitch 
(electrical or human) you’re less likely to lose an eye.  

15. If you want to manually slow down the blades, do so by adding friction to the button and keep 
loose clothing and other bodily parts away from them.  

16. When walking toward your helicopter, make sure that your transmitter’s throttle hold switch is 
turned on.  



4 

17. Only use hard-
ened bolts for any bolt 

that has a load being placed on it. If 
possible, stick to stock parts.  

18. Program fail-safe settings into your 
receiver if possible.  

19. If you’re new to RC helicopters, make 
sure that an experienced helicopter 
pilot checks out your aircraft and ra-
dio setup prior to your first flight.  

20. Don’t fly powerful RC helicopters in-
doors that were meant for the wide 
open spaces of outdoors.  

 

Tip Corner 
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