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The May 2008 meeting of the Rio Grande RC Flyers was called to order promptly at 
7:05 P.M by our club president, Bill Robinson. There were approximately 18 people in 
attendance at Tico's Restaurant.  
 
A motion was made by Roy, seconded by Art to accept the minutes of the April meet-
ing as published in the news letter. The motion carried. 
 
Roger passed out tickets for the drawing to the members present. The drawing for 
the Spectrum radio will be held later in the year. You do not have to be present to 
win, and the more meetings you attend, the better your chances are to win. 
 
Roger reported that the balance in the treasury is $1,730.00, and no expensed for the 
month. A motion to accept the report was made, seconded and approved by 
all.  
 
Rick Martinez reported that, after seeing someone talking on a cell phone while fly-
ing, that this might be a safety concern. It is recommended that phones not be an-
swered while flying. 
 
Bill reported that the trip to Bennack field on Sunday April 20th was very enjoyable. 
The request for AMA insurance has been granted and is now in effect. This field may 
only be used by appointment only. 
 
New business: Some needs for the Bennack field include a portable frequency board, 
and a starting stand. Discussion followed. Anyone whose talents for this type of work 
who would be willing to help with these needs, would be greatly appreciated.  
  
Upcoming activities: It was moved and seconded, after some discussion, that the pylon races that was scheduled for 
Sunday May 11th, be changed to Sunday May 18th, due to the 11th being Mothers Day. The pylon races will start at 
2:00 P.M. and will be divided into three classes. (1) Electric to .40, (2) .46 to .90, and (3) 90 and above. 
 
An invitation has been made from the SMASH club in Harlingen to fly with them. Roger suggested Saturday May 17th. 
There was interest shown from several members to make the trip. Those who plan to go should meet at the field near 
Rio Hondo at 9:30 A.M. 
 

June 
  Meeting Notice  

 
The June meeting will 
be held on Wednesday 

June 4th at 7:00 PM. The 
meeting will be at Tico’s 
restaurant, located on N. 

23rd St. about 1 block 
south of Dove avenue in 

McAllen .  
 

The club usually arrives 
at 6 PM for dinner with 
the meeting beginning 

at 7 PM.   
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Roger stated that the water at the Penitas field will only be turned on for Sundays only after May 15th. There was some 
discussion about valdalism this time of the year.  
  
Bill showed the group the AMA club membership certificate that was renewed in April, and will be posted at the field. Bill 
also suggested the date of June 8th for the next trip to Bennack field. 
 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday June 4th. Tico's restaurant, North 23rd st. McAllen. Motion was made to adjourn. Meeting 
ended at 7:30 P.M.  
  
Submitted by Art Ratley 
 
 
 
Tower: "Delta 351, you have traffic at 10 o'clock, 6 miles."  

 
 Delta 351: "Give us another hint! We have digital 
watches!" 
 
There's a story about the military pilot calling fo r a prior-
ity landing because his single-engine jet fighter w as run-
ning "a bit peaked."  Air Traffic Control  told the  fighter 
jock that he was number two, behind a eight-engined  B-52 
that had one engine shut down. 
 
"Ah," the fighter pilot remarked, "the dreaded seve n-
engine approach."  

The Big Free Raffle 
 

Every Monthly meeting you attend you will receive a ticket 
for a chance to win a Spektrum DX7 radio.   The Radio will 
be awarded at the December 2008 meeting. Good Luck! 
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Frequency control board for the Auxiliary field 
 
Bob Berry has been working on a portable frequency control board for our new Field.   
 

This is a pin system with washers to cover the 
taken frequency.  
 

Big thanks to Bob for picking up 
this project.  
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Tips & Tricks 
Any Old Bikes Lying Around?  
A good thing to use for pushrods are bicycle spokes. You can find old used wheels for next to noth-
ing and take out the spokes. They are threaded and come in different sizes.  
 
Instant Gap Filler  
To fill small gaps, instead of filling with the usual putties and waiting for them to dry, place some me-
dium CA in the gap. Then place a small amount of baking soda on and watch it set before your eyes. 
It is the strongest fill I have come across and is instant.  
—both from the Beachmasters RC Club, Ocean Park, Washington 
 
Sandbag Weights  
Fill plastic Ziploc bags of various sizes approximately ¾ full of fine sand and seal each well. Use 
these to hold down large parts of your airplane, such as wings, while building. The sand conforms to 
the shape of the parts. The bags also work well when gluing sheeting.  
—from the Orbiting Eagles, Omaha, Nebraska  
 
Cutting Corners  
For a better fitting joint when using triangle stock, sand a little off the 90° corner to provide clea rance 
for any glue fillet that may exist.  
 
Weight Lifter  
An excellent way to add ballast to the front of your model is to straighten the tab of your old tire 
weights, then bolt them to the underside of your engine mount. This puts the weight well forward 
where it’s needed and where it can be clipped away with shears to adjust the balance point of the 
model. Do not bolt ballast to the cowls. More often then not, the little cowl mounting screws will be 
torn out by the vibration. Your friendly tire man will probably give you some old weights.  
—both from the Schoolcraft SkyHawks R/C Airplane Club, Schoolcraft, Michigan 
 


